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a country enjoying popular institutions, it is a bad day for those who
have no voice in the choice of popular representatives; and through no
fault of theirs or of their representatives, the disfranchised gradually go
under, because under self-government, self-interest becomes predominant.
British Indians have, in order that they may never be misunderstood,
made it clear that they do not aspire to any political power, but they
have found to their cost that, in Natal as elsewhere, as they have no
voice in the election of popular representatives, their civil liberty has suf-
fered very considerably. The Coloured petition is a weighty document.
It is being numerously signed, and it is to be hoped that its prayer
will receive the attention and consideration which it undoubtedly deserves.
The Liberal Ministers have more than once avowed their desire to help
the weaker members of the Empire. In granting the Constitution to
the new Colonies, they have an unfettered discretion and a unique oppor-
tunity of putting their principles into practice.
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259. THE COLOURED PEOPLE'S PETITION
We print in this issue a report of the meeting held by the Coloured
people at Pretoria. We also publish a translation of the petition sub-
mitted by them. We use the term "Coloured people"1 because, if trans-
lated as "black people9*, it would include the Kaffirs also. There were
no Kaffirs present at the meeting. It mainly consisted of the people
known as "Cape boys". And there were those who had a white father
or mother. Some Malays also joined it.
This Association of Coloured People does not include Indians who
have always kept aloof from that body. We believe that the Indian com-
munity has been wise in doing so. For, though the hardships suffered
by those people and the Indians are almost of the same kind, the remedies
are not identical. It is therefore proper that the two should fight out
their cases, each in their own appropriate way. We can cite the Pro-
clamation of 18572 in our favour, which the Coloured people cannot.
They can use the powerful argument that they are the children of the
soil. They can also argue that their way of life is entirely European.
We can petition the Secretary of State for India, whereas they cannot.
They belong largely to the Christian community and can therefore
avail themselves of the help of their priests. Such help is not available
to us. The Coloured people have evidently started a big struggle; hence
the need for these comments.
In their meeting at Pretoria, they transgressed the limits of propriety
and used insulting language about Lord Milner, and this has been severely
1 Gandhiji has transliterated the term in Gujarati.
2 Evidently a slip for 1858